
HELP WANTED:

Progressive state-of-the art

Museum seeks inquisitive

individual for position of

Historian. Successful candidate

will be able to read differing

accounts of stories, determine

similarities and differences, and

come to conclusions regarding

actual events. Apply Yourself Here.

OVER

YOU BE THE HISTORIAN 
David C. Schilling
Schilling Air Force Base

In 1957 Salina’s Smoky Hill Air Force Base was renamed Schilling Air Force Base in
honor of David C. Schilling.  This was a great honor for the man and his family but
who was David Schilling?  What did he do?  Even today, decades after the base closed,
Schilling Road and Schilling Elementary School remind us that this man did
something important with his life.  Read on to find out more!

YOU ARE HIRED
Sometimes historians are biographers.  They use their knowledge and background to
study individuals and interpret the effect they had on events and people. Read the
following information about David Schilling and then answer the questions on the back.

Who was David C. Schilling?

David Schilling was born on December 15, 1918 in Leavenworth, Kansas.  He graduated from Dartmouth College in 1939
and then joined the United States Army Air Force.  Schilling was married twice, to Georgia "Jo" Weidman in 1942 and then
to Eugenia "Gene" Hunnicutt in 1951 after Jo died in 1950.  He had three children.

Biographers know that how and where people grow up has a huge influence on the kind of person they become.

David grew up in Leavenworth, Kansas and Kansas City, Missouri in a comfortably middleclass family.  There was money
for outdoor activities like fishing and hunting vacations in Michigan, a nice home, and an expensive Ivy League education
at Dartmouth College.  Although his father and brother both loved hunting and fishing and David participated, he was
more interested in motors, airplanes, and motorcycles.  

As bright as he was, David was not an outstanding student.  By the end of my sophomore year (at Dartmouth), I was on
probation with one semester to go before I either got cranked up or was to be politely asked to leave.

A lecture from his parents and a summer of hard physical labor changed his attitude. My junior and senior years were
very successful and I did quite well.  The Geology professors were not only teachers of the technical details of their
specialty but taught us how to become a man.

Biographers study what people meant to their professions. In Schilling’s case the profession was the military.  

Schilling earned his wings on May 9, 1940 at Brooks Field in Texas.  After the U.S. entered World War II in
1941, Schilling was deployed to Europe in January 1943.  He flew his first combat mission on April 8

VOCABULARY

Wingman: (wing-man) noun A pilot
whose plane is positioned behind and
outside the leader in a formation of
flying aircraft.

Biographer:  (bye-og-ruh-fer) noun A
person who writes another person’s life
story.

Sortie: (sor-tee) noun A flight of a
combat aircraft on a mission.

Luftwaffe: (looft-vahf-uh) noun The
German air force before and during
World War II.
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