
HELP WANTED:

Progressive state-of-the art

Museum seeks inquisitive

individual for position of

Historian. Successful candidate

will be able to read differing

accounts of stories, determine

similarities and differences, and

come to conclusions regarding

actual events. Apply Yourself Here.

OVER

YOU BE THE HISTORIAN 
Battle of Indian Rock 

In the 1800s, many different Indian groups lived in the region now known as Kansas.  Indians from the Ohio Valley
and the Great Lakes region were moved to reservations in Eastern Kansas.  The Great Plains Indians were nomadic,
and claimed central Kansas as their hunting ground.  These tribes often waged war to protect their food sources,
lands, and lifestyle.  The Smoky Hills region was a crossroads that provided food and water sources for migrating
animals, like bison.  Indian hunting parties from the East caused conflicts when they crossed into territory claimed
by the Great Plains Indians.  In 1857, the Battle of Indian Rock took place right here in Salina between the Great
Plains Indians and the Eastern Kansas Indians. 

While many different tribes lived in what would become Kansas, these are the tribes
that participated in the Battle of Indian Rock.

Eastern Kansas Indians: Great Plains Indians:
Kaw Cheyenne
Pottawatomie Arapahoe
Delaware Sioux 

YOU ARE HIRED
As a historian, your job is to sort through many different types of historical 
information.  Read the two stories below.  Make notes of key points and compare the
two stories.  Look for evidence that doesn’t match, and decide what is the same or different.

Christina Campbell, one of the first settlers in Salina, recalls the story as told to her by the Delaware Indians:

The Delawares and Pottawatomies were on a big hunt some 200 miles west of Salina, and were surprised and
attacked by a powerful force of Cheyennes, Sioux, and Arapahoes.  They were driven back in a running fight to Dry
Creek, just west of Salina.  Here they sent runners for the Kaws, who had two large hunting parties nearby.

The wild Indians finally drove the civilized tribes out of cover of the “Dry” creek, with great loss.  They fell back
across the river to the hill east of Salina, where they were reinforced by the two bands of Kaws with some rifles
they had secured at their reservation at Council Grove.

VOCABULARY
Reservation: (rez-ur-vay-shuhn)
noun An area of land set aside by the
government for a special purpose.

Migrate: (mye-grate)  verb When
animals move to different areas at the
change of seasons.

Lifestyle:  (life-stile)  noun A way of
living.

Nomadic: (noh-mad-ik)  noun People
who wander from place to place.

Battle: (bat-uhl)  noun 1.  A fight
between two armies; 2.  A struggle
with someone.
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